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Our ancestors have inhabited the Great Lakes Basin since time immemorial,
long before the current political boundaries were drawn. Our spiritual and
cultural connections to our Mother Earth are manifest by our willingness to
embrace the responsibility of protecting and preserving the land and Waters.

Traditional teachings and modern science combine to strengthen our
historical understanding that Water is the life-blood of our Mother Earth.
Indigenous women continue their role as protectors of the Water.
Ceremonial teachings are reminders of our heritage, they are practices of our
current peoples, and they are treasured gifts that we hand to our children.

When considering matters of great importance we are taught to think beyond
the current generation. We also are taught that each of us is someone’s
seventh generation. We must continually ask ourselves what we are leaving
for a future seventh generation.

We understand that the whole earth is an interconnected ecosystem. The
health of any one part affects the health and well being of the whole. Itis
our spiritual and cultural responsibility to protect our local lands and Waters
in order to help protect the whole of Mother Earth.

Tribes and First Nations have observed with growing interest that the Great
Lakes Basin governments of the United States and Canada have begun to
share our concerns about the preservation of the quality and quantity of the
Great Lakes Waters.

The eight States and two Provinces of the Great Lakes Basin entered into the
1985 Great Lakes Charter, Annex 2001, and have drafted an Interstate
Compact and International Agreement to implement the provisions of Annex
2001. These agreements, however, make no provisions for including Tribes
and First Nations as governments with rights and responsibilities regarding
Great Lakes Waters. These agreements also assert that only the States and
Provinces have governmental responsibility within the Great Lakes Basin.
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Through International treaties and court actions, however, Tribes and First
Nations continue to exercise cultural and spiritual rights of self-
determination and property rights within traditional territories for our
peoples and nations. Tribal and First Nation governments, like all
governments, have the duty to protect the interests and future rights of our
peoples. Since we have recognized rights and we are not political
subdivisions of the States or Provinces, the assertion that the States and
Provinces own and have the sole responsibility to protect the Waters is
flawed.

Thus, the efforts of the States and Provinces to protect the Waters of the
Great Lakes Basin are flawed because these efforts do not include the direct
participation of the governments of Tribes and First Nations. This
fundamental flaw endangers the interests of all of the inhabitants of the
Great Lakes Basin and, ultimately, because of the interconnectedness of the
worldwide ecosystem, endangers the interests of the entire earth,

It is thus our right, our responsibility and our duty to insist that no plan to
protect and preserve the Great Lakes Waters moves forward without the
equal highest-level participation of Tribal and First Nation governments with
the governments of the United States and Canada. Merely consulting with
Tribes and First Nations is not adequate, full participation must be achieved.

By this accord signed on November 23, 2004, at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,
the Tribes and First Nations of the Great Lakes Basin do hereby demand
that our rights and sovereignty be respected, that any governmenial effort to
protect and preserve the Waters of the Great Lakes Basin include full
participation by Tribes and First Nations, and we also hereby pledge that
we share the interests and concerns about the future of the Great Lakes
Waters, further pledging to work together with each other and with the other
governments in the Great Lakes Basin to secure a healthy future for the
Great Lakes.
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By the accord presented on November 23, 2004, at Sault Saint Marie, Michigan,
the Tribes and First Nations of the Great Lakes Basin do hereby demand that our
rights and sovereigniy be respected, that any governmental effort to protect and
preserve the Waters of the Great Lakes Basin include full participation by Tribes
and First Nations, and we alse hereby pledge that we share the interests and
concerns about the future of the Great Lakes Waters, further pledging to work
together with each other and with the other governments in the Great Lakes Basin
to secure a healthy future for the Great Lakes.
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